A study or desire to learn facts and the cultivation of habits of investigation in order not to overlook or despise little things in the natural processes of health and disease, are some of the characteristics of the age we live in; notwithstanding that there are fewer material rewards for the investigator in these than in other departments of life.
As might have been expected, well-directed scientific inquiryis constantly showing the fallacy of many views which were considered proven years gone by, and so in like manner our labours will, no doubt, in their turn be subjected to a similar process of refining or refuting by our successors.
Perhaps there is no subject of greater importance, and certainly none which occupies a higher place in thinking men's minds, or is fraught with more interests to humanity at the present time, than the relations which animal and vege- 
